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Hall of Famer passes at 89
USC’s Fusci remembered
for love of university
Isabelle Khurshudyan

IKHURSHUDYAN@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Donna Fusci doesn’t think there’s a
whole lot her father wouldn’t do for the
University of South Carolina. He was
even proud of the fact that the school’s
initials were in the middle of his last
name, always having his license plate
read “F-USC-I.”

“We changed our name to have USC
in the middle,” Donna Fusci said. “No,
we were blessed, and it seems that it
was destined.”
Dominic Fusci, a Hall of Fame USC
tackle in the 1940s , passed at age
89 Wednesday night, leaving behind
a legacy of unconditional love for his
destined alma mater that is as colorful
as the many stories and jokes he told.
A native of Greenwich Village in New
York City, Fusci’s accomplishments as
FUSCI ● 8
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Social media dominate
candidates’ campaigns
‘Incredibly quiet’ SG election
season free of major violations
Colin Campbell

CCAMPBELL@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Campaign seasons past at USC have seen drama,
some of it petty — stolen or vandalized banners —
and some not so petty — major elections violations
disqualifying candidates.
Aside from two minor violations by senatorial
candidates, this year’s Student Government elections
have been relatively quiet.
Presidential candidates Emily Saleeby and John
Cuenin and treasurer candidate Coy Gibson haven’t
hung banners on the brick wall along Greene Street.
Saleeby said she’d meant to hang her poster up,
but attributed the wait to complications with her
campaign staff. Cuenin said his would be up by
today. Gibson said his campaign was waiting for
CAMPAIGNS ● 3
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Colonial Life Arena saw more blue than garnet in Saturday’s highly attended game against No. 1 Kentucky.

Wildcat fans pack Colonial Life
Several USC students
remain loyal to
Kentucky basketball
Isabelle Khurshudyan

IKHURSHUDYAN@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Warming up before playing the
No. 1 team in the country, South
Carolina forward Lakeem Jackson
noticed a peculiar group of students
in the front row of the student
section.
Dressed in blue and donning
Kentucky jerseys, USC students
Anna Gayle Scott, Carly Cambron
and Catherine Combs arrived at
Colonial Life Arena two and a half
hours early for the game before

sprinting to their seats on the front
row.
“I felt bad because one of the
players walked up to us and was like,
‘What are you doing?’” said Combs,
a first-year broadcast journalism
student. “We were like, ‘I’m sorry.
We’ve lived in Lexington our whole
lives.’ He kind of laughed.”
Scott, Cambron and Combs,
all natives of Lexington, Ky., were
hardly in the minority at USC’s
game. In the highest attended game
the South Carolina basketball
team has seen in Columbia, a safe
majority of the fans wore blue, both
in the upper and lower decks. As the
clock wound down on the Wildcats’
33-point victory, Big Blue Nation

loudly chanted, “Go, Big Blue!”
Even in the student section,
Scott, Cambron and Combs, who
were joined by four friends — two
gentlemen, who wore garnet into
the game but changed into blue
once they got to their seats, and two
other women in UK attire — were
not alone as the “Garnet Army” had
smatterings of blue.
“To g row up in Lex ing ton,
ever ything is centered around
basketball,” said Scott, a secondyea r biomed ic a l eng i neer i ng
student. “They talk about basketball
in church, so growing up, you learn
to love UK and hate Louisville. You
watch basketball games whenever

at time of publication

President
John Cuenin — @Cuenin4Carolina
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Emily Saleeby — @Saleeby4Prez
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Kenny Tracy — @Kenny4Carolina
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Palmetto Health attempts to break Guinness World Record
Zumbathon participants
support heart health,
wellness in annual event
Ashley Hinkel

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Zumba lovers flooded Carolina
Coliseum early Sat urday
morning in an attempt to break
the Guinness World Record for
most people doing Zumba for the
second year in a row.
Last year, Palmet to Healt h
broke t he record w it h 1,135
people ; this year, however, the
organization fell short of its goal
of 2,012 participants.
A ma nda Ford, a 2011 USC
alumna, was disappointed that
the goal was not met.
“I did it last year when they set
the record, and it was a lot of fun.

Monday
57°

37°

Tuesday
67°

40°

It wasn’t as exciting this year, but
it was still fun to do Zumba for
free with my friends for a few
hours,” Ford said.
Pa l met to Hea lt h holds t he
a n nua l event i n Febr ua r y —
A merican Heart Mont h — to
promote hea r t hea lt h a nd
wellness.
The dancing kicked off at 8:30
a.m. and lasted until 11:30 a.m.
Admission to the event was free,
and participants either wore or
purchased red shirts at the event
as a reminder of the heart healthy
theme.
Dancers from all experience
levels grooved to a wide range of
songs from oldies to rap.
For event organizers, the long
and tedious process of registering
with the official Guinness Book
of World Records was well worth
ZUMBA ● 3
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Palmetto Health hosted its annual Zumbathon in an attempt to break the Guinness World Record.

Arts & Draughts

Abortion coverage

USC blue after loss

The Columbia Museum of Art hosted
a hands-on event,
complete with music,
crafts and beer.

Columnist Scott Horn
debates the need —
or lack thereof — for
changes in abortion
coverage.

The Gamecocks suffered their worst loss
in five years after a
33-point loss to No. 1
Kentucky.

See page 5

See page 4

See page 8
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BIG BLUE • Continued from 1
they come on. I don’t think I could
ever change my opinion of that. It’s
just so strong.”
The girls, who admittedly didn’t
know much about USC basketball
other than the fact that one player
plays both football and basketball
a nd t hat USC coach Da r r i n
Horn is a native of Lexington,
were surprised that the arena was
empty when they got to their seats.
Kentucky coach John Calipari
noted that Wildcat fans arrived
early to take pictures of the UK
players during warm-ups, as if they
were rock stars. Calipari said that
the atmosphere for an away game
was “unusual” even with a large fan
base like Kentucky’s.
“It didn’t seem unusual to me,”
Scott said. “They are celebrities.
When you see them in Lexington,
everybody stops to stare at them.
They’re not like another kid you
have in class with you, but really, I
guess they are.”
Freshman center Anthony Davis
said after the game that it felt like
a home game, which mirrored the
sentiment of Ohio State sophomore
for ward Jared Sullinger, who
tweeted after the Buckeyes’ game

ZUMBA • Cont. from 1
t he ef for t , w it h t he
possibilit y of a world
record being a big draw
for participants.
“How many people
ca n say t hat t hey
participated in helping
to break a world
record?” sa id Lisa
C a s s e s e , m a rk et i n g
and communicat ions
associate at Palmetto
Heath . “We wanted a
sig nat u re event t hat
got people talking.”
Informational
b o ot h s wer e s et up

against USC that it felt like a home
game with the number of OSU
fans in attendance.
“I kept forgetting that I was even
in Columbia,” Combs said. “I felt
like I was in Rupp (Arena).”
T he G a meco c k s h ave h ad
notor iously poor at tenda nce
figures throughout the season,
due in part to playing in an arena
that seats 18,000. In a Wednesday
night game against Alabama, USC
announced attendance was 7,807,
though the actual attendance
was undoubtedly lower. Against
No. 1 Kentucky, the announced
attendance was 16,527. The scene
at Colonial Life sharply contrasts
that of Kentucky’s Rupp Arena.
“My parents said that when they
were first married and living in
Lexington, they would always sit
in the top deck,” said Cambron, a
second-year art education student.
“They said those were some of the
best games they’ve ever seen. They
were happy to just be in the arena
— literally, in the nosebleeds, it’s
so high up.”
The fact that a seat at Rupp
Arena is so in-demand is one of the
reasons the girls showed up at 3:30
in the afternoon to wait to get into
a game that started at 6 p.m.

around the Coliseum
to educate people about
health issues such as
heart disease, portion
control and body mass
i nd e x . Pa r t ic ip a nt s
cou ld a lso get t hei r
blood pressure checked
during the event.
Pa l met to Hea lt h
a l s o re que s t e d t h at
participants donate a
physical activity item
to t he Boys & Girls

“That’s why it was such a big
deal to be in the front row just
watching Kentucky,” Combs said.
“That doesn’t happen.”
Though the girls supported
Kentucky on Saturday night, they
all emphasized how much they love
the Gamecocks, saying that they
all wore garnet when UK came to
Columbia for the football game.
“I was sitt ing right behind
the South Carolina bench when
they played in Rupp Arena, so I
did feel kind of bad,” Cambron
said. “Seeing the garnet made me
miss school because I love South
Carolina, but we were raised where
it’s like a religion.”
Though Horn said his team lost
because Kentucky played better
and it didn’t have anything to do
with the crowd, the girls disagreed
and thought that if Horn was given
time to create a tradition, then
Colonial Life would see increased
attendance.
“Especially with Darrin Horn
being from Kentucky, I know he
knows what that’s like,” Scott said.
“I wish there was more support.”
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/news

Club of the Midlands.
Every day in
Feb r u a r y t he he a r t
hospital has some sort
of event going on to
promote heart health.
T h i s c a m p a i g n , 29
D a y s t o L o v e You r
Heart, prov ides a
number of public
event s, i n for m at ion
sessions a nd hea r t
healthy tips to
promote well ness in

the communit y. The
a n nu a l Z u m b at h o n
is part of that
c a m p a i g n . To f i n d
more infor mat ion
about upcoming events
t h is mont h and how
to get involved, visit
29heartdays.com.
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/
news
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USC faculty, staff
‘B.L.A.S.T.’ to fitness
Campus Wellness seminar promotes
healthy lifestyle through resistance training
Rachel Rucker

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

USC employees felt the burn at a stress-relieving
workout session featuring “anytime” exercises late Friday
morning.
“Ready to burn some calories and have some tired
muscles for the weekend?” Coordinator for Campus
Wellness Tina Devlin encouraged a not-so-thrilled
audience of USC faculty and staff at the Campus
Wellness B.L.A.S.T. seminar.
B.L.A.S.T. stands for “Break Time, Lunch Time,
Anytime Strength Training.” The purpose of the
program is to help strengthen muscles, improve
muscular endurance, increase flexibility and reduce
stress through exercises that are easily accessible.
Devlin said the program is an easy, effective way for
USC faculty and staff to get fit.
“You can use simple tools to build muscle using
strength and resistance techniques,” Devlin said.
Fifteen faculty and staff members at USC attended
B.L.A.S.T. and received complimentary resistance bands
and exercise booklets to guide them in their exercise
routine.
The training program is designed to increase
awareness on the importance of overall body health.
Devlin and Campus Wellness graduate assistant
Dayna Leblanc stressed the importance of adding both
exercise and healthy nutrition to your daily routine.
They also said small changes in routine and diet can
make a significant difference in weight.
“Resistance training, like walking, can help prevent
osteoporosis and build muscle mass, which can help you
burn calories,” Leblanc said.
Devlin said women should have a body fat count
ranging from 18 to 25 percent, and men’s should range
from 12 to 20 percent. Being over or under a designated
range, Devlin said, could put someone at risk for heart
disease.
The B.L.A.S.T. seminar included examples of
upper-body, lower-body and core exercises, which can
be modified to your surroundings or needs. An easy
beginner technique to warm up before exercising can be
squatting and stretching, which imitates putting a book
on a high shelf.
Devlin and Leblanc said it’s most important to
remember to warm up before you begin, stretch and to
not forget to breathe while you’re working out.
By decreasing caloric intake by just 250 calories per
day and exercising for 30 minutes three times per week,
you could lose one pound a week, which, according to
Devlin, is the safest way to try and take the weight off.
“If you lose 10 pounds in a week, you’re probably
just going to gain it right back. You can still enjoy the
pleasurable foods that you love; it’s all about portion
control,” Devlin said.
USC faculty and staff became more attracted to the
program with the focus on easy and simple ways to add
exercise to your daily regimen.
Vanessa Hill, controller of the Alumni Association,
said she was intrigued by the accessibility of the program
and how it could be incorporated into her everyday life.
“I wanted to fi nd new ways at the office that could
help me lose weight easily,” Hill said.
The accessibility factor is what makes B.L.A.S.T.
unique among other exercise programs and seminars.
Leblanc said that the exercises and techniques they teach
are ones that can be done anywhere, anytime.
“You can make changes and do these exercises
anytime — maybe lunchtime at your desk,” Leblanc said.
Devlin and Leblanc also stressed the main focus is
to make more healthy decisions daily. The best way,
according to Devlin, to improve the increasing amount
of weight and health problems in today’s society is to
make a more friendly, long-term effort to get fit.
“Wellness and overall health is what’s most important
for longevity,” Devlin said.
Gene Meding, program coordinator for faculty
development in the College of Nursing, said she could
list a number of reasons why the B.L.A.S.T. program
appealed to her.
“The biggest reason is because it’s a good opportunity
to relieve stress,” Meding said.
Leblanc said you can increase your daily exercise by
just choosing to walk around campus instead of driving,
or walking through all of the aisles at the grocery store.
She said Campus Wellness is also undergoing the Heart
Beat: The February Walking Challenge to encourage
more daily movement.
“I noticed that just by parking at the (Carolina)
Coliseum, I walk almost a mile to get to Blatt (P.E.
Center),” Leblanc said.
Campus Wellness provides free body composition
screenings to any student or faculty member at USC,
along with other beneficial programs found on USC’s
Student Health Services website.
The Campus Wellness offices are located in the lower
level of the Strom Thurmond Wellness and Fitness
Center for students and in the Blatt P.E. Center for
faculty. For more information on Campus Wellness
facilities and programs contact sawellns@mailbox.sc.edu.

Online at

www.allsouth.org

Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/news
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its “Together Let’s Shag”
event Tuesday night to
debut his banner.
Election Committee
President A my DeWitt
is worried this relaxed
approach, as well as an
unusual lack of violations,
has resulted in a low-key
ca mpa ig n season t hat
could bring another weak
voter turnout come next
week’s elections.
“It’s been incredibly
quiet on campus during
t his campaig n season,
probably one of t he
quietest that we have seen
for some time,” DeWitt
said. “One of our greatest
fears is that voters are not
even going to know that
it is election time. We’re
trying to have an exciting
elections process, but the
candidates seem to be
taking a more subdued
approach. This is by no
means to say that we, the
commission, would like to
have more violations in the
office.”
A Social Election
While candidates may
not be hosting big events
on Greene Street, DeWitt
said their social media are
playing a “huge role” this
campaign season.
“In years past it was
definitely implemented,
but I think as our society
becomes more dependent
on these social networks, it
only makes sense that this
would be one of the best
ways for our candidates to
reach out to the voters,”
she said.
All of the candidates
have created campaign
Facebook pages separate
f rom t heir personal
prof iles. At press
t i me, u nopposed v ice
president ial candidate
Chase Mizzell’s page leads
with 266 “likes,” followed
by treasurer candidate
Yo u s e f I b r e a k (225 ) ,

president ial candidate
K e n n y Tr a c y (18 6 ) ,
Cuen i n (154) , Gibson
(138) and Saleeby (135).
Candidates’ popularity
on Twitter is harder to
measure. Cuenin, Ibreak
and Mizzell have created
new accounts for their
campaigns, while Tracy,
Saleeby and Gibson have
just changed the handles
on their personal accounts
to promote themselves.
This may explain
why Tracy, Saleeby and
Gibson are leading the
rest in Twitter followers.
C a m p a i g n
Cinematography
One ca nd idate for
each exec ut ive of f ice
— Mizzell, Cuenin and
I brea k — h a s p o sted
videos for his respective
campaig n. Unlike
Student Body President
Joe Wright’s high-energy
“Club Can’t Handle Me”
presidential dance video
last year, each presents its
candidate in a serious, nononsense light.
Mizzell has the most
with five videos online .
Fou r of t hem feat u re
USC at h let ic tea ms
and endorsements from
men’s basketball, football,
w o m e n’s s o c c e r a n d
volleyball student-athletes.
In Cuenin’s “A Message
from John Cuenin,” he
pledges to “improve life
on campus, improve
St udent G over n ment
as an organization and
advocate for every student
on campus.” A second

video points out Cuenin’s
credentials as “a young
man with a lifetime of
leadership” and claims he
can reconnect students
and Student Government
by open ing lines of
communication between
the two.
Ibreak’s video, “Yousef
Ibreak for USC Treasurer
2012,” pans the Horseshoe
and highlights his
three-point platform of
innovation, accessibility
a nd t ra nspa renc y. He
plays into the Apple theme
by simulating an iPhone
screen and by stylizing his
name iBreak.
Un l i m ited Capit a l
Campaigning
T he st udent senate
voted against a bill that
would require candidates
to report spending to the
elections commission and
cap spending at $1,000.
Candidates aren’t required
to disclose spending, but
at least one has budgeted
above that mark.
“This has left
candidates, for better or
worse, wit h unlimited
resources,” DeWitt said.
“I know that one fear that
many, as well as myself,
have expressed is the issue
of ‘buying votes.’ However,
I do not think that this
will be a serious problem.
So far our candidates are
r u n n ing an ex t remely
clean campaign.”
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/
news
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Centralized campus
benefits new students

Fans should return
to basketball games
Men’s basketball — at Carolina, those
words a re becom i ng more a nd more
of a conversation stopper. The lackluster
performances and low game attendance this
season have turned what should be a major
sport into a taboo topic for Gamecock fans,
who seem to have given up most hope for
a t u r narou nd.
“We are a part
A comeback
seem i ng less
of this season
likely with each
just as much
g a me , we’r e
a l l lef t w it h
as the team is,
ne burning
and we will be a oquestion:
When
part of whatever do e s b a s eb a l l
judgment comes season start?
When it
by season’s end.” c o m e s t o
basketball,
Carolina is caught in a vicious cycle. Poor
performances lead to low attendance, and low
attendance disheartens the team — leading
to more poor performances. No one wants
to come to a game and watch other, better
teams beat us. Attempts to make Gamecock
fans interested — free T-shirts, free food,
extra points — have all been drops into the
bucket that is growing student apathy. The
greatest concern after improving the team
should be how to make this sport interesting
to fans once more.
Even after the losses, we the fans still hold
the most responsibility. As Gamecocks, we
have a commitment to our school and to our
athletes. We have to show them a consistent
support simply based on the reputation of
our school. Some may say the team deserves
what it gets. While perhaps true, it is easiest
for students to make the first move and
contribute to a team that needs our help. We
are a part of this season just as much as the
team is, and we will be a part of whatever
judgment comes by season’s end.
For Georgia and LSU, let’s f ill t he
Colonial Life Arena like Kentucky fans fill
Rupp Arena. Let’s be the ones to give our
basketball team the opportunity to change
course. Every sport at USC should be a point
of pride for students, but it can only be that
through our support.

Abortion coverage loss serves little use
Low numbers fail
to justify legislation
A subcom m it tee of t he Sout h
Carolina Senate voted Wednesday
to pass an amendment that would
cause the state’s insurance plan to
end funding of abortions in cases of
pregnancy caused by rape or incest.
This is a departure from standard
national policy
based on t he Hyde
Amendment, which has
banned public funding
for abortions except in
cases of rape, incest or
danger to the life of the
Scott Horn mother.
Recent cha nges to
Third-year
political science
t he hea lt h ca re laws
student
in this country would
a l s o me a n t h at t h i s
amendment would apply to private
health insurance plans as well.
As a male, I have no concept of
t he emot ional or physical issues
surrounding pregnancy and abortion,
a nd t hat’s why I k now I’m f u lly
unqualified to decide public policy
regarding the issue. The government
of South Carolina apparently has
no qualms about it; t here are no
female state senators, only 14 female
representatives — and, of course,
Gov. Nik k i Haley w it h her veto
power. Of the 171 politicians who
have a direct vote on an issue that
impacts 51.4 percent of the state’s
population, around 8 percent are
women.
Abortion has become the prime
distracting issue in politics, covering
up t he real problems facing ou r
country and our state. There were
7,187 abortions reported in South

Ca rol i na i n 20 08 , wh ich mea ns
that 0.2 percent of women obtained
one. Several studies have found that
around 1 percent of abortions are
performed because of rape, and about
half a percent due to incest.
To sum all these numbers up, the
state Senate is planning to ignite
a political f irestorm to prevent a
handful of abortions a year, with a
bill that would disproportionately
af fect t he poor who can’t af ford
to pay for either an abortion or an
unwanted child.
Just as I have no concept of the
emot ion a l t r au m a s u r rou nd i n g
pregnancy or abortion, I have no
ability to understand what it’s like to
be raped, or to carry a rapist’s child.
Only the victim and her doctors can
navigate the complex web of emotions
that must exist in order to come to a
decision about abortion. Certainly,
no politician has the right to stand
there and force a woman to give birth
to a child forced upon her.
Many on t he evangelical right
term pro-choice advocates as “proabor t ion.” It’s a fallac y; nobody
supports abortion. We’re all pro-life.
The difference is that we understand
that as difficult as it may be, allowing
legal abortion is the best of a list of
bad alternatives. Before Roe v. Wade
made abortion legal in all states,
desperate women went to desperate
measures in order to terminate their
pregnancies — measures that often
seriously injured or even killed the
mother along with the fetus.
The evangelical right wants to
take us back to those days by slowly
chipping away at a woman’s rights to
control her own body. We can’t let
them do it.

It was reported Friday that
Di rec tor of USC Hou si ng
Administration Joe Fortune
indicated that first-year students
would no longer be placed in
facilities like the Roost. This is a
much needed improvement. Can
you imagine walking to and from
the Roost, Bates House or Bates
West to campus several times a
day? A one-way trek from Russell
House to Bates House is more
than half a mile,
and the same oneway t rek to t he
Roost is almost
t hree-quarters
of a mile. Don’t
forget the walk to
campus is almost
Annie
completely uphill.
Wilson
I completely
Second-year
public relations
agree with the idea
student
that all freshmen
should be close to
campus. College marks a great
change in a person’s life, with
class schedules and organization
involvement leading to growing
stress. An obstacle like a timeconsuming commute provides an
unnecessary obstacle and makes
the transition from high school
to college more difficult.
Living on the Horseshoe my
freshman year was not only
extremely lucky but fabulously
conven ient. Bei ng l itera l ly
in the center of campus made
walking to class a breeze and
getting anywhere on campus a
short walk. Though not all of the
dorms on the historic Horseshoe
are of good quality, the central
location makes up for any faults.
All campus housing options
deserve updating, but this drive
toward centralizing freshmen
should be t he blueprint for
f ut u re renovat ions. USC
Housing should keep improving
on-campus living to not only
keep older students happy, but to
also impress future and first-year
students by providing housing
that meets their specific needs.

Romney ignores real problems of poverty
Safety net comments display ignorance
of growing social inequalities
The late Dom Hélder Pessoa Câmara, a Brazilian
archbishop and champion of the poor, is famous
for saying, “When I give food to the poor, they
call me a saint. When I ask why they are poor, they
call me a communist.” I couldn’t help but think of
this quote when, last week, Mitt Romney said in an
interview that he is “not concerned about the very
poor.” Romney’s reasoning was that we have a safety
net — food stamps, Medicaid and so forth — and
that means the poor in America are taken care of.
They’re fed, at least minimally. As far as Romney’s
concerned, that’s all that matters.
Let’s leave aside for now the fact that Romney and
his party don’t even really support the safety net; in
fact, they have repeatedly threatened to dismantle
large parts of it. And let’s also not worry about the
sheer political ineptness of Romney’s statement.
The candidate who pulls in around $60,000 a day

without doing any work should probably try harder
than he does to not appear out-of-touch and callous
toward those whose votes he is trying to win. But
the real issue here is that this is a candidate who
views poverty, even extreme poverty,
as unfortunate but inevitable.
The safety net that we have in place
is vital. Things like Medicaid and
food stamps are important, and — in
theory if not always in practice — they
help ensure that we live in a society
where no one starves or dies from
Mat
Sloughter lack of medical attention. The safety
Third-year print
net alleviates pain, but it only treats
journalism
the symptoms, ignoring the disease.
student
It’s true that capitalism doesn’t work
without some inequality: There has
to be a working class to toil for the capital-holding
class. Supposing, for the sake of argument, that
we do want capitalism to continue, doesn’t that
mean our current state of extreme inequality was
unavoidable, and 15 percent of our people living in

About The Daily Gamecock

IT’S YOUR RIGHT
The goal of The Daily Gamecock’s
V ie w p o i nt s p a g e i s t o s t i m u l at e
discussion in the University of South
Carolina community.
All published authors are expected
to provide logical arguments to back
their views.
The Daily Gamecock encourages
readers to voice opinions and offers
three methods of expression: letters to
the editor, guest columns and feedback
on dailygamecock.com.
Letters and g uest columns
shou ld b e s ubm it ted v ia em a i l to
g a m e c o c k e d it o r @ s c . e d u . L e t t e r s
must be 200 to 300 words in length

poverty is something we simply must accept?
No. After all, inequality in this country has been
getting worse — much worse — just over the last
30 years, as the top percent of earners have made
enormous income gains, all other income brackets
have not. We had much lower inequality in the
1950s, and the poverty rate hit its all-time low in
the 1960s. I don’t think we were any kind of socialist
utopia back then. Meanwhile, social mobilit y
has declined: Far fewer people today manage to
move up the income ladder. In fact, Europeans
now have greater class mobility than Americans.
These changes were not inevitable; they were a
consequence of policy, and policy could reverse
them.
But Romney doesn’t think inequality should
be talked about or acknowledged as a growing
difficulty for many Americans. Poverty is not a
real priority for men like him, finishing each year
with exorbitant incomes; it’s something that can
supposedly take care of itself through a “safety net”
that grows weaker with every passing election.

and include the author’s name, year in
school and area of study.
We also invite student leaders and
USC faculty members to submit guest
colu m ns. Colu m n ist s shou ld keep
submissions to about 500 words in
length and include the author’s name
and position.
The editor reserves the right to edit
and condense submissions for length
and clarity, or not publish at all.
All submissions become the property
of The Da ily G amecock a nd must
conform to the legal standards of USC
Student Media.

CORRECTIONS
If you find an error in today’s edition of The Daily Gamecock, let
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print the correction in our next issue.
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Daily Gamecock are those of the editors or author and not those of the
University of South Carolina.
The Board of Student Publications and Communications is the publisher
of The Daily Gamecock. The Department of Student Media is the
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part by student-activity fees. One free copy per reader. Additional copies
may be purchased for $1 each from the Department of Student Media.
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Music, beer, art collide at hands-on event
Scavenger hunt, crafts
among activities at
museum’s Arts & Draughts
Kristyn Winch
KWINCH@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

from Bone-In Artisan Barbecue on
Wheels and New York’s Famous Hot
Dogs sold food outside the venue,
and guests were allowed to eat in the
museum lobby. Food and drinks were
not permitted inside the galleries.
In the main lobby, many guests
sig ned up for one or bot h of t he
mu seu m’s sc avenger hu nt s. T he
museum created two hunts, one for the
museum’s permanent collection and
one corresponding with the traveling
ex h ibit “ Nat u re a nd t he Gr a nd
American Vision.” Upon completing
the scavenger hunts, participants were
entered into a drawing for prizes
from brewing companies like Magic
Hat and Stella Artois.
In the Orientation Gallery, visitors
could take part in “Dr. Sketchy’s
Cabaret Life Drawing
Mini Sketch
Sessions.” A live
model dressed
as a cancan
dancer posed for
aspiring artists,
who took turns
drawing.
More interactive
act iv it ies were set
up on the museum’s
second f loor. A 3-D
figurative sculpture
made of hot pink duct
t ape was d isplayed
ab ove a lt ere d MC
Hammer lyrics,
i nv it i ng g ue st s to
“ To u c h T h i s .” A
Po s t- It n o t e w a l l
a l lowed g ue st s to
sound off and answer
the question, “Why
are ar t museu ms
important?” (which
garnered responses
l i ke
“A r t
nou r ishes t he
soul, dude” and
“They break
down borders and
inspire”).
Guests sketched
on i nterac t ive
easels created
by local ar t ist
Thomas Dempster.
When a participant
drew on the
canvas, speakers
at t ac he d t o t he
easels responded
with noises.
T he c reat ive
team from
Columbia-based

Museums are generally thought of as
sanctuaries for the quiet study of fi ne
collections.
But the Columbia Museum of Art
was far from quiet Friday night , as
the instit ution allowed visitors to
get hands-on at A rts & Draughts ,
a cult u ral carn ival t hat prov ided
seemingly endless opportunities to
listen, learn, eat, drink and be creative.
Upon entering the museum Friday, it
was hard for participants to pick where
to b eg i n. B ot h f lo or s
presented a var iet y of
activities, each as exciting
as the next.
On the first f loor of
t he mu seu m , v isitor s
cou ld m a ke do -ityou r self va lent i ne s,
or a nt i-valent i nes, as
many participants chose
to do. Guest s used
const r uc t ion paper,
scissors, glue sticks,
foam st ickers a nd
stamps to make cards
with personal messages,
some sweet and some
t hat bordered on
v u lg a r. S a mple
greetings ranged
from “Take Me
Home” to “It’s
No t M e . It ’s
You.”
Visitors could
cha l lenge each
ot her t o a v a r ie t y
of g a me s prov ided
by t he museum,
i nclud i ng play i ng
cards, Bananagrams
and a vintage
“ S e x u a l Tr i v i a ”
game. Throughout
the evening, several
g roup s of f r iend s
played Spades
a nd He a r t s wh i le
enjoy ing a few
bottles of beer.
T he W h ig, a n
event co-sponsor,
prov ided small
samples of Czechvar
b e e r f or g u e s t s .
Ot her t y pes of
b e e r, a s w e l l a s
w i ne a nd water,
were available for
Nicole DeBartolo / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
purchase. Vendors

Photos by Nicole DeBartolo / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Arts & Draughts featured beer and wine from The Whig and live music from
Those Lavender Whales (center), Andy Friedman and The Get Wets.
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‘Reckoning’ sets bar high for 2012 game releases
New ‘Skyrim’ rival features rich graphics,
strong story line, but lacks innovative structure
Michael Lambert

MIX@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

The historic debut of “The Elder Scrolls
V: Sk y rim” in November set t he standards
incredibly high for role-playing games in 2012.
“Kingdoms of Amalur: Reckoning” is this year’s
fi rst real challenge to the success of “Skyrim”
and the first solid attempt to win its devoted
fan base. But much in the same way “Skyrim”
supposedly changed the direction of RPGs,
“Reckoning” shifts the focus back to something
missing in both “Skyrim” and last year’s other
RPGs: richness, both in terms of narrative and
graphics.
The main character of “Reckoning” enjoys a
special place in the gameplay as the Fateless One;
resurrected from death, the player’s character
can plot his or her own destiny in a predestined
world. Players forge their characters in a story
line that encompasses both the traditional quest
structure of other RPGs while incorporating
the larger interactions of cultures and factions,
such as the Summer and Winter Fae or the
Scholia Arcana. Behind this detailed narrative
backdrop is R.A. Salvatore , a giant of fantasy
writing and the man responsible for the game’s
complex folklore.
A rich backstor y from a renowned author
combined with expansive options for narrative
choice a nd cha rac ter a l ig n ment ma ke
“Reckoning” a story powerhouse for this year’s
video game industry.
Lush greens, vibrant reds, electric blues —
“Reckoning’s” graphics are a welcome contrast

to “Skyrim’s” dark browns and blacks. Terrains
vary from forests to sparse cliffs in a way that
really communicates a diverse and changing
world. Combat is almost explosive wit h its
visuals. Spells dominate the screen, and the
physical moves with swords or daggers have a
fi nesse that is skillfully followed by strokes of
color and other effects. “Reckoning” buries the
austerity of “Skyrim” in graphics that take the
colorfulness of something like “Fable III” and
make a controlled use of it, without slipping into
cartoonlike representations. This use of color

and effect is the game’s real strength.
The weaknesses, however, start to show in
play style and character development. RPGs
have started to move away from traditional
class-based characters into more player-directed
builds, which makes for unique play styles that
invest a player more deeply into the action.
“Sk y rim” handled t his growing t rend wit h
a system of att ributes and perks t hat made
combinations natural. “Reckoning” attempts
t his w it h its dif ferent Dest inies t hat cross
traditional classes with certain bonuses.
However, the intuition seen in “Skyrim” is
gone in “Reckoning.” True, a player can choose
to be a fighter-mage, fighter-rogue or a jack
of all trades, but these choices are systemized
within the game. The freedom to focus on one
gameplay qualit y over the other to var ying,
indiv idual degrees is limited in a way t hat
reminds players too much of the traditional
model that “Skyrim” broke. “Reckoning” may
increase the number of choices with its classes,
but those choices still live within those classes, a
fact that makes its gameplay a step in the wrong
direction.
“Reckoning” will be an impressive game for
2012 in its return to typical RPG strengths —
complex story line and rich graphics — and
its continuation of the innovations already in
the works for the genre. It is defi nitely worth
a gamer’s attention, both as a good experience
in itself and as an indication of where fantasy
RPGs will be headed in the months to come.
“Reckoning” will be released Tuesday; preorder
is still available.

Courtesy of reckoning.amalur.com

“Kingdoms of Amalur: Reckoning” impresses with story
and graphics, but falls short with character building.

Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/mix
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screen printing company
The Half and Half
created an interactive
puzzle wall for the event.
G ue s t s we r e i nv it e d
to move around large
framed tiles, which were
attached to the wall with
Velcro, until the pieces
formed a pict ure of a
dog.
Live music was a major
crowd-pleaser at A rts
& Draughts. Brooklynbased singer/songwriter
Andy Friedman played
an hourlong set in the
mu seu m aud itor iu m.
Friedman’s acoustic set
was more mellow than
the activities happening
outside the auditorium,
but t he c rowd d id n’t
seem to mind listening
t o t h e f o l k s i n g e r ’s

storytelling lyrics and
p a s s io n at e v o ic e . I n
add it ion to ma k i ng
music, Friedman works
a s a n i l lu st r ator a nd
painter. His drawings of
pop culture icons have
been feat ured in The
New Yorker, Spin and
Rolling Stone magazine.
F r i e d m a n ’s s e t w a s
sponsored by The UU
Coffeehouse, a Columbia
live music venue.
L o c a l b a nd T ho s e
Lavender W hales
performed in the
m u s e u m l o b b y. A l l
of t he band members
wore green felt beards
a nd brought a l ively
energ y to t he crowd.
The band inv ited t he
audience to dance with
them, especially when
play i ng “Sha ke You r
Palm-Palm Branches.”

Flu.

it’s positively here.

get a ŇƵƐŚŽƚ @ the
dŚŽŵƐŽŶ^ƚƵĚĞŶƚ,ĞĂůƚŚĞŶƚĞƌ
8-5 M-F & 4-8 pm Sundays
no appointment needed
ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐΨϭϱĨĂĐƵůƚǇͬƐƚĂīΨϮϱ

ǁǁǁ͘ƐĂ͘ƐĐ͘ĞĚƵͬƐŚƐͬŇƵ

Carolina Card/cash/check/credit/debit

The audience’s dancing
prov ided a n a musi ng
view from the second
f l o o r. W h i le m o s t
of t he aud ie nc e w a s
attentive, the noise from
people participating in
other activities on the
f irst f loor somet imes
drowned out the music.
Those Lavender Whales
have a new album out on
local label Fork & Spoon
Records.
Self-described
“part y band” The Get
Wet s c lo s e d out t he
evening with a rousing
per for mance f illed
with “woo hoo” shouts,
shimmying and threepa r t ha r mon ies. T he
band’s set t urned t he
e v e nt i nt o a f u l l- o n
celebrat ion, bring ing
t o l i f e t h e b a s s i s t ’s
statement, “You can’t
spell ‘party’ without the
word ‘art.’”
Ticket s for A r t s &
Draughts were $8 for
general admission and $5
for museum members .
The museum’s next Arts
& Draughts event will be
held on May 4.

Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/
mix
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OPPORTUNITIES

EMPLOYMENT

EMPLOYMENT

Bartending! Up to $250/Day. No
Experience Nec.Training Available.
800-965-6520 Ext253

PROJECT MANAGMENT
Walker White, Inc., a local
Mechanical contractor, is now
accepting resumes for the
following positions: SALES
ENGINEER & PROJECT
MANAGEMENT. Qualified
candidate should have a BS
in Mechanical Engineering or
reasonably expect to graduate
by 2013. Effective leadership,
communication, & problem solving
skills are required. Our engineering
team offers a fast paced, yet
casual & friendly, working and
learning environment. Scheduling
is flexible with an opportunity
for full time employment upon
graduation. Please e-mail resume
with qualifications to
JDennis@Walker-White.com

Fitness Instructors - Are you a
nationally certified group exercise
instructor?
Colonial Life is looking for group
exercise instructors to teach a
variety of classes at their corporate
fitness facility. Are you energetic,
fun and lead by example? Do you
teach a specialty class such as
ZUMBA, Pilates, or Yoga? We’re
looking for all types of instructors
so contact us today to schedule an
interview.
Call 803-678-2515 for more
information or send your resume to
WellpowerCLA@coloniallife.com or
fax 803-678-2510.

EMPLOYMENT
Make $200 a day posting links
tinyurl.com/PayDaySystem
SALES & SERVICE
Walker White, Inc. is a local
Mechanical contractor. Our
service and small projects division
is currently looking for a highly
motivated individual to secure new
contracts and provide follow-up
sales calls on our existing client
base. A mechanical or engineering
background is helpful but not
required. Flexible scheduling,
with an opportunity for full time
work during the summer. Qualified
candidate would be a motivated
self starter with excellent
communication and people skills.
Please e-mail resume to
JDennis@Walker-White.com
ECE Majors. Babysitter needed for
3 kids. Call 543-9922.

Student Assistant
Student Media is looking for
someone who has work study.
Duties include answering phones,
making copies, data entry,
preparing mail outs, handling
incoming and outgoing mail, filing
and other duties as assigned.
Hours are between 9:30 and 3:00
Monday, Wednesday and Friday.
To apply please call Kristine Capps
at 777-7866.

Excellent Opportunity
Busy Allergist office seeks bright,
hardworking, ethical students to
work full-time for at least a year.
We have both clinical and business
positions available. Excellent
opportunity for those interested
in applying to medical and/or
graduate school. We can provide
hands-on clinical experience. Only
those with excellent academic
records (GPA of 3.6 or higher) and
great references need apply. Email
resume with dates available to
begin work to:
palmettoallergya@bellsouth.net

EMPLOYMENT

HOUSING

Sodexo at THE NATIONAL
ADVOCACY
CENTER is now
accepting applications for a Parttime Front Desk Clerk
Qualified applicants must be able
to work weeknights and Sundays,
Most holidays off!
Apply in person, MondayWednesday, 9:30a-11:30a
and1:30p-3:30p.
1600 Hampton Street ANNEX,
Suite 310
Columbia, SC 29201
All applicants must be able to
pass a background check and
drug screen!!
EEO/a Drug Free Workplace
If student please attach class
schedule
Mascot wanted! If you are
energetic, outgoing and could
use a little extra money, we want
you! Carolina Dining is looking
for someone to fill some rather
large shoes. Candidate must be
available for various lunch and
dinner events throughout the
semester--approx. 2 hrs per event
with breaks. Mascot will have the
option of a free meal and receive
$30 per appearance. All majors
welcome! Inquires please email
boyntonv@email.sc.edu or call
777-6339 for more details. Thanks!
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LINE AD RATES
1st insertion: $2.50 / line
Subsequent: $1.50 / line

1 bedroom apartment near
campus
Avail now for short term lease or
for 1yr starting in May or Aug.
Renovated, central hvac, all
appliances, washer, dryer. Parking
and water are included in rent.
803-530-2715
Email hend6364@bellsouth.net

ADDITIONAL INFO
Two line minimum
Avg. line length of 30
characters

TRAVEL
BAHAMAS SPRING BREAK
$189 for 5-Days. All prices
include: Round-trip luxury party
cruise. Accommodations on
the island at your choice of 13
resorts. Appalachia Travel. www.
BahamaSun.com 800-867-5018

ADDITIONAL OPTIONS
Box around ad: $1.25
Logo insertion available
for addt’l cost

DEADLINE

SERVICES
Cashiers needed. close USC.Flex.
HRS.CALL Sophia 8039202645.

Noon, 1 business day
prior to publication

Go to www.dailygamecock.com and click on “Classifieds” to place your online &/or print ads. Upload your image(s) & manage your own account in one convenient place!
*FREE ONLINE ADS! Available only to USC students, faculty & staff. Just use your sc.edu email address.
Questions or special requests, call 777-3888 • Office hours: M-F 8:30am- 5pm • Russell House, Rm. 343

PHD • JORGE CHAM

THE SCENE

TODAY

HOROSCOPES

Aries

Leo

Sagittarius

You can start enjoying
yourself now; the odds are
in your favor. Check out
an interesting suggestion.
Listen to your family. No
need to decide yet.

Shyness is only temporary.
You’re a true leader now,
with increasing influence.
Trust your intuition to
solve any puzzles. You
know what to do.

Relationships may require
patience right now. Focus
on what you have rather
t h a n on w h at you’re
missing. Don’t worry. Be
open to happy surprises.

Taurus

Virgo

Capricorn

A little effort restores
h a r m o n y. A f e m a l e
soothes ruffled tempers.
A balanced checkbook is
only part of it. Make love
and romance a priority.

Your best move could be a
well-thought-out surprise.
Just say what’s on your
mind. You’re wiser than
you m ay rea l iz e. Big
stories are proof of that.

You can make it happen
as long as you stay strong
a nd avoid t he usua l
distractions. Be open to
new ideas and be willing
to reinvent yourself.

Gemini

Libra

Aquarius

You’re really learning
n o w. C o n s u l t w i t h
your team. Send off the
paperwork for a raise in
funding. Saving resources
can be easy. Play with
friends.

You’re sociable today
and tomorrow, which
plays to your advantage.
Friends help you open
new doors and discover
n e w t r e a s u r e s . Yo u
level up.

Create new opportunities
with your team for the
next couple of days. If you
don’t have a team, join
one or invent one. Focus
on abundance.

Cancer

Scorpio

If you can put up with an
offensive tone, you can do
well. You’re full of ideas
for making money. Only
use what you have, and
keep your eye on the ball.

You’re being tested, but
there’s no need to worry.
Follow your heart. You’ll
do f i ne. Fr iend s a nd
finances don’t mix well
for now.

Hit the ground running
to tackle projects as they
come to you. There’s no
time for distractions since
there’s more work coming
in. A llow for different
points of view.

Pisces

@thegamecock

Columbia Charlotte Shuttle

S

The Charlotte Airport Just Got Closer
Heyents!
tud
$49 each way • Pick up/drop off at USC
www.ColumbiaCharlotteShuttle.com • (803) 783-5123

02/06/12

1 2 3 4

for 02/03/12

A LOT LIKE BIRDS, JUST LIKE VINYL,
DECODER
6 p.m., $10
New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St.
“THE ARTIST”
8 p.m., $6.50 students / $7.50 general
Nickelodeon Theatre, 937 Main St.
CAROLINA TROMBONE COLLECTIVE
7:30 p.m., Free
USC School of Music,
813 Assembly St.

TOMORROW
SCENE SC PRESENTS KOPECKY FAMILY
BAND W/ KEMP RIDLEY
8 p.m. doors / 9 p.m. show, $5 students /
$8 in advance / $10 at the door
5 Points Pub, 2020 Devine St.
JESSICA SKINNER, THE POST-TIMEY
STRING BAND
7:30 p.m. doors / 8 p.m. show, $5
Conundrum Music Hall,
626 Meeting St.
02/06/12

ACROSS
1 Onetime VHS
rival
5 Like honed
knives
10 Relaxed
14 The Earth turns
on it
15 Swiss calculus
pioneer
16 Hebrides hillside
17 Rules, in brief
18 Grassy
Southwestern
tract
19 “Mike and Mike
in the Morning”
radio station
20 On-the-go
morning snack
23 Flight that may
be round
24 Craft stabilizer
25 “No __!”:
Mexican’s
“Enough!”
28 Story spanning
decades
31 St. Teresa’s
home
33 Matador’s cloak
37 Cash for a
sandwich
40 Tenth of a
sawbuck
42 Tailgaters’
beverage
carriers
43 Waiter’s handout
45 Dorothy’s dog
46 Run the show
47 Vidal’s
Breckinridge
49 Actress Sandra
50 Moan and groan
53 Browning work
57 Familiarly,
nutritious trio
found twice in
this puzzle
61 Dubai big shot
64 Medium’s card
65 Part of a ﬂoat
66 Take it easy
67 Bacteria in rare
meat
68 Footnote word
69 Biblical heirs,
with “the”
70 Barber’s chair
attachment
71 Corporate __
DOWN
1 Farm fence

feature
2 Put into action,
as effort
3 LSU mascot
4 Very, musically
5 __-centered:
egotistical
6 Luau
entertainment
7 Sarah Palin,
notably
8 Yvonne’s
income
9 Legislative
investigation
10 “Good buddy”
11 Horace’s “__
Poetica”
12 Comfy spot for
some cats
13 Guys
21 GI mess crews
22 Memorable
Texas landmark
25 “Giant” actor Sal
26 Ready for
whatever
27 Final authority
29 Old apple spray
30 Frances __:
Judy Garland’s
birth name
32 Battery unit
33 Encrypted
34 Japanese
cartoon style

Solutions from 02/06/12

35 Pound divisions
36 Adolescent woe
38 Manhattan
campus, for
short
39 Rush __
41 Bloodsucker
44 Invisible-clothes
wearer in an
Andersen tale
48 “The Simpsons”
storekeeper
51 José’s
humanities
52 Show one’s
feelings, say

54 Kalahari refuge
55 Wear away
56 Jason jilted her
57 Taxing trip
58 Go it alone
59 You may stick it
in your ear
60 Dan’l’s cousin?
61 Street shader
62 Ginnie __
63 Special ending?
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Gamecocks suffer worst loss in five years
South Carolina falls to
No. 1 Kentucky 86-52
Isabelle Khurshudyan

IKHURSHUDYAN@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

The cliché in football is that it’s a
game of inches.
It was a game of inches for South
Carolina basketball on Saturday night
— 1.6 inches to be exact. The average
height of the Kentucky starting lineup,
78.4 inches, is exactly 1.6 inches taller
than the USC lineup, 76.8.
The tallest starter for the Wildcats,
freshman forward Anthony Davis, is a
towering 82 inches, nearly five inches
taller than the average Gamecock
starter. Davis also has a reported 88inch wingspan, making him a mismatch
for any basketball team, especially the
Gamecocks.
Just a couple of inches were enough
for the Wildcats (23-1, 9-0) to put a
33-point beating on USC (9-13, 1-7
SEC), as Davis finished with 22 points,
eight blocks and eight rebounds in the
86-52 victory, the worst loss for the
Gamecocks since playing Kentucky in
2007.
“I think he’s a difference maker,” said
USC coach Darrin Horn. “I’m not so
sure he’s not arguably the best player in
college basketball because of his ability
to impact the game on both ends. A
few times our defense was adequate on
the drive. Being able to just throw it up
over top to him makes it difficult, and
we didn’t do as good a job as we needed
to defending that, but he just brings so
much to the table in how he affects the
game on both ends.”
His presence was clearly felt by USC,
as in the second half, senior Malik
Cooke pump faked twice with Davis
defending him before passing the ball to
someone else. Cooke said Davis is always

someone to be aware of when driving
to the basket, but Davis, who had seven
dunks in the game, stayed humble.
“It’s not just me,” Davis said. “It’s
the other players as well — Terrence
Jones, Michael Kidd-Gilchrist, Darius
Miller— coming in blocking shots from
the weak side as well. Coach tells us to
put your hands up and not foul because
we’re going to get a block from the weak
side. I just waited for him to shoot the
ball, but he never shot it. I wasn’t even
going to try to block it. I was going to
keep my hands up and have somebody
try to block it from the weak side.”
The Gamecocks were also hurt by
the absence of sophomore forward
Damontre Harris, who picked up two
early fouls and had to go to the bench.
He picked up his third foul just two
minutes after being subbed in, putting
him back on the bench until the second
half.
“The way the game was going, that
was a risk we were willing to take to
put him back in there,” Horn said. “We
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didn’t guard the dribble well enough, UK sophomore forward Terrence Jones scored 16 points for a 50-percent field goal average.
which put him in some fast decisions on
a couple of those fouls. I thought the first
gave them some easy ones early and to overcome.”
one was questionable, and that’s going
Horn pointed to the youth of the
offensively we were very stagnant. Had
to happen, but the second two, he got
we been able to get some baskets and squad in not playing with the same fight
caught trying to rotate to take away the
have a couple of shots go down, there is early on and stressed wanting to move
dribble penetration, but right now he’s a
no question that it would have changed forward from the loss as it travels to
difference maker for us.”
Tennessee next, but in a game that came
the flow of things.”
When Harris picked up his third foul,
With the deficit so great at halftime, down to inches, USC feels miles from
Kentucky had a 25-15 lead. With him on
Horn, who suffered the worst loss of where it had hoped to be by this point in
the bench for the remainder of the half,
his coaching career Saturday, didn’t see the season.
the Wildcats finished with a 27-10 run to
“The challenge of the fi rst eight we
the same fight in his team in the second
take a 52-25 lead into halftime.
half as he did against Florida, where have had — it has been well documented
Furthermore, the margin of defeat
the Gamecocks were able to get it to a — was what our slate has been like,”
could be nearly accounted for in the
Horn said. “We have to go on the road
two-possession game.
deficit of points in the paint for USC,
“W hen the score is what it is at for two after a game like this. It is going
where Kentucky had a 42-14 advantage,
halftime and you’ve got a young team to be a challenge without question, but
likely because of the size inside with
and you’re playing a team the caliber we have got too keep plugging.”
Jones and Davis.
of Kentucky, that’s a little hard to do,”
“I didn’t think we guarded the dribble
Horn said. “Our guys came out and gave Comments on this story?
like we needed to,” Horn said. “We
good effort, but the game was too much Visit dailygamecock.com/sports

FUSCI ● Continued from 1
an athlete include being the first and
only lineman in school history to
make the All-Southern Sophomore
Team in 1942, the first tackle in the
school’s histor y to make the A llSouthern Conference in 1943 and the
only tackle in the school’s history to
make the All-Southern team playing
offense and defense.
Fusci went on to be named an AllPro for the American Football League
in 1948. In 1991 he was inducted into
the South Carolina Athletic Hall of
Fame, and in 1993 he was elected to
the USC Athletic Hall of Fame. But
anyone who truly knew Fusci wouldn’t
name off his athletic accomplishments
to describe him. It was all about the
stories as, after all, Fusci was a quite a
storyteller.
M i ke Saf ra n, ow ner of The
Gamecock Shop on Whaley Street
and a close friend of Fusci’s, recalled
him coming by the store to tell an
array of jokes and stories, the most
famous of which involved a game
against Clemson when there were
too many players on the field. Fusci
ran to the Clemson sideline to avoid
the penalty and made his way around
the stadium to get back to the USC
sideline, but not before stopping a
vendor for a hotdog to enjoy on the
field. When the vendor asked Fusci
for compensation for the hotdog,
Fusci replied, ‘Does it look like this
thing has pockets?’ in reference to his
uniform.
Fusci stopped by Safran’s store
Tuesday and shared stories wit h
former teammate and fellow Hall of
Famer Lou Sossamon. Safran said
that after visiting the store, Fusci and
Sossamon hit the happy hour at the
American Legion. Fusci also gathered
some friends the next day for happy
hour at Pawley’s Front Porch before
passing that night.
“We should all be so lucky to go out
on our own terms, but that’s kind of
the story of Dom,” Safran said. “Dom
lived by his own terms.”
Sossamon said that when Fusci
ca l led h i m on Tuesday to meet
with him at The Gamecock Shop,
he thought Fusci knew his time was
coming to an end. Sossamon can
recall serving as Fusci’s interpreter
when Fusci first joined the team.
“I told him, ‘You’re going to have
to change your language a little bit
because you speak like a Yankee.
You’re going to have to learn to say
“y’all,”’” Sossamon said. “I said, ‘You
say “you guys,” but you need to start
saying “y’all” and everybody will
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Legendary South Carolina football tackle Dominic Fusci played in the 1940s and was inducted into the USC Athletic Hall of Fame.
understand you better, Dom.’ We
had a good time together during our
lifetime.”
Sossamon went on to say that just
as Fusci had USC in the middle of his
name, he had USC in the middle of
his heart, even though he was a New
Yorker. “Everybody liked Dom and
his personality,” Sossamon said.
Donna Fusci recalls her father
showing his light-hearted personality
even in discussing his memorial at
Dunbar Funeral Home in advance of
his death.
“So Dad’s sitting there with this
woman at Du nbar and she’s not
smiling a lot, so Dad’s talking about
wanting to be at Fort Jackson because
they’re going to have a crematorium
there, but it’s not going to be finished
until then and he was worried about
dying before then,” Donna Fusci said.
“The lady says, ‘Well, what we can do
is we can take your urn to Sumter, and
when it does open, we’ll return your
urn and place you there.’ He goes,
‘You know, I really get carsick.’ He
didn’t want to travel.”
Jack Thompson, a Hall of Fame
basketball player for USC, was witness
to Fusci’s compassion. He referred to

Fusci as a humanitarian and said, “If
that’s not the legend that you want to
talk about, I don’t know what else you
could talk about.”
“Had it not been for Dom Fusci,
I probably would’ve been ... kicked
out by (t hen–USC coach) Frank
McGuire,” Thompson said. “When
I was a freshman, I was read the riot
act in front of a man I never had met
before. Later, I found out his name
was Dom Fusci. Not only was I being
read the riot act, Frank was vulgarly
attack ing my personalit y and my
whole character, expecting to send me
home on the next train.
“A nd this man standing next to
Frank, after having heard a number of
profanities hurled in my direction, he
plainly looked over at coach McGuire
and said, ‘Frank, give the kid a break.’
Then Frank stopped yelling at me
and cursing at me and said, ‘Go get
dressed and get ready for practice.’”
Fu sci a nd McGu i re had been
friends, as Fusci was instrumental in
bringing McGuire to coach basketball
at South Carolina. The Gamecocks
w e r e 117- 6 0 u nd e r M c G u i r e’s
leadership, including two trips to the
Sweet 16. Fusci had also helped in

getting former USC baseball coach
Sarge Frye, for whom the old baseball
field was named, hired at USC. Fusci
was a longtime season ticket holder,
cheering the Gamecocks on at every
game.
“He was just always here for all
of the athletes,” Donna Fusci said.
“There wasn’t anything he wouldn’t
do for them. He was like a father or an
uncle. A lot of people still [called] him
Uncle Dom.”
Donna Fusci recalls that her father’s
favorite song was “My Way” by Frank
Sinatra, which she admits is fitting for
his personality. In an old photo, Fusci
is smiling in front of a painting of faces
in Safran’s store; Safran commented
that Fusci is not another face in the
crowd.
“He broke the mold when they
made him,” Donna Fusci said.
The funeral service will be at 10:30
a.m. Wednesday at St. Joseph’s on
Devine Street with a reception to
follow. The Fusci family requests that
in lieu of flowers, any donations should
go to St. Jospeh’s Catholic Church in
Columbia or Pawmetto Lifeline.
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/sports

